SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
be used to satisfy more than a given range of wants
within a given period. In capitalist communities, the
large permanent reserve of casual labour and un-
employed money and machinery enables the range of
wants to be satisfied to expand and contract according
to demand or to the state of ccbusiness confidence."
Thus, at Christmas time there is a big spurt in activity
which is quite impossible in Russia, where everybody
is always working to full capacity and every day of the
year is a  kind of "Christmas Day."   Democratic
centralism, therefore, is merely a political fommlation
of the Marxist theory of freedom, namely, the re-
cognition of necessity.  It means that wants must be
expressed democratically by the workers, via the
millions of Soviets, but must be satisfied dictatorially.
Although people in the Soviet Union, therefore, have
great freedom in deciding what shall be done, no one
may attempt to agitate for reversals of policy once
decisions have been taken. Once economic and social
machinery has been started on the job of satisfying
want A, people may not clamour for the stopping of
such machinery and the setting up of other machinery
for the satisfaction of some other want B. It should be
strongly emphasised that the stress upon democratic
centralism, the dictatorship so easily scorned by people
who do not recognise its economic basis, is important